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T YPE “student, hong lim” in
your Google search field,
and it is likely that The En-

quirer will come out first among
105,000 search results.

The Enquirer – a news web-
site launched on Oct 3 by three
third-year students at Nanyang
Technological University (NTU)
– is independently operated,
and aims to report on “in-depth
issues that matter to the student
population”.

In contrast, the Nanyang
Chronicle is a student-run cam-
pus paper published by the Wee
KimWee School of Communica-
tion and Information (WKWS-
CI).

It seems that the NTU stu-
dent population is becoming
more vocal, as can be seen from
the Oct 5 protests on news cen-
sorship and now, their own alter-
native channel to voice views.

However, Mr Chong Zi
Liang, chief editor of The En-
quirer, said: “It’s not really stu-
dent activism. We launched The
Enquirer purely for journalism’s
sake. At the end of the day, we
wanted to have a sense of how it
felt to run something that’s
ours.”

They had attended the pro-
test “strictly as reporters”, and
said they were not involved in
its planning or execution.

Mr Chong’s team of three
23-year-olds (including himself)
forked out $60 to purchase the
website domain and its e-mail
addresses.

Its deputy editor is fellow
journalism major Zakaria Zain-
al and its third member, titled
“editor-at-large”, is the current
chief editor at Nanyang Chroni-
cle, Mr Lin Junjie.

Mr Chong said that Mr Lin’s
leaving Nanyang Chronicle at
the end of October was not due

to fresh commitments at The En-
quirer, but was part of a process
that sees the entire Nanyang
Chronicle editorial team step
down yearly to make way for
new blood.

They had informed their WK-
WSCI lecturers when they
launched The Enquirer.

Acting division head of jour-
nalism and publishing Cherian
George, 42, said: “I look at it as
a journalism initiative instead of
activism. It is very gratifying
that these students care enough
to start up a journalistic entre-
preneurship.”

Mr Andrew Duffy, 43, teach-
er-supervisor of the Nanyang

Chronicle and journalism lectur-
er at WKWSCI, told my paper
that he felt it was a good thing
that the boys were contributing
to “diversity in media”, and that
he doesn’t see The Enquirer “as
competition to the Nanyang
Chronicle at all”.
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DIVERSITY: NTU students now have two main websites for their news diet. (SCREENGRABS: INTERNET)

NTU students start own news site
The Enquirer to report on ‘in-depth issues that matter to undergrads’

THEY had arrived at Punggol
Park to pick up $1,500 – ran-
som they had demanded for the
release of a child.

What they did not know was
that the child’s father had al-
ready alerted the police to the
scam after making a call to his
daughter’s primary school to en-
sure she was safe.

On Tuesday, the police arrest-
ed a Chinese national, 21, and a
Taiwanese man, 39, believed to
be in connection with a series of
cheating cases.

In all the cases reported, the
victims said that they received
phone calls informing them that
their loved one had been kid-
napped and would be harmed if
the sum of money demanded
was not handed over. The
screams and cries of a child
would often be heard in the
background.

The men involved had ar-
rived in Singapore at the begin-
ning of this month on social-vis-
it passes and were residing at a
hotel in Geylang.

Upon their arrest, the police

found them to be carrying
$15,900 in cash, three mobile
phones and a bank remittance
slip.

The slip was traced to a
68-year-old woman who, earlier
that day, had been cheated of
$5,000.

Hers was one of five cases in-
volving the suspects in the past
week, in which victims were
conned of more than $25,000
using similar tactics.

The police are still investigat-
ing the origin of the calls made
to the victims.

In the first half of the year, 21
people fell prey to similar
scams. The amount of money
lost amounted to more than
$300,000.

While banks and financial in-
stitutions have been issued advi-
sories to warn them of these
scams, the police have also ex-
tended their reach to schools
and community centres so as to
educate members of the public
on how to protect themselves
from being conned.

Cheating carries a penalty of
10 years’ jail.
– THE STRAITS TIMES

Two foreigners arrested
for phone-kidnap scams WOMAN ACCUSED

OF SEX WITH TEEN

IN THE first case of its
kind here, a former woman
school teacher has been
hauled to court for having
sex with a 15-year-old boy
six times.

The 32-year-old woman,
who cannot be named
to protect the identity of
the boy, was produced in a
district court last month.

The alleged offences took
place over a two-month
period between March 10
and May 8 this year.

Under the Penal Code,
any person convicted of
sexual penetration of a minor
under 16 can be jailed for
up to 10 years or fined, or
both.

The woman, who is
represented by Senior
Counsel Sant Singh, will be
back in court on Nov 7 for a
pre-trial conference.
– THE STRAITS TIMES

EX-SENEGAL CONSUL
JAILED AND FINED

THE former honorary
consul of Senegal was jailed
for eight weeks and fined a
total of $40,000 yesterday
for allowing the consulate
office to be used as an illegal
gambling den.

Sujono Kusni alias Benny
Kusni, 38, who is not
working now, was also fined
another $24,000 on eight
Immigration Act offences.

The Indonesian and
Singapore permanent
resident could have been
fined up to $50,000 and
jailed for up to three years
for the gambling offence.

Honorary consuls are not
entitled to diplomatic
immunity.

Following a Straits Times
report in November 2006,
about 30 people were
arrested when police raided
the illegal casino at Lau’s
Arcadia on East Coast Road.
– THE STRAITS TIMES
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